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Pop in and see Gateway
97.8 radio in the upper
galleries at Eastgate
Shopping Centre, Basildon.

www.gateway978.com
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Welcome to our Basildon at 70 special
celebratory issue of Together.
The vision for the new towns, like Basildon, created in
the years following the second world war was one of places
where ‘friendliness, neighbourliness, comradeship, and the
spirit of helpfulness’ could thrive. We’re
celebrating that spirit in these pages – a spirit evident not
just in Basildon new town but right across the borough.
There is a lot to celebrate during this, Basildon’s 70th
birthday year and we’re looking ahead to what’s still to
come during the year. It is also a perfect time to reflect
on how we now match up to our original new town vision
and what needs to be done next and we want your views –
please fill in our survey on page 4.
Here’s looking forward to the next 70 years!

Contact us
Together is produced by
the Communications Team
at Basildon Council. It is
published four times a year
and delivered free to almost
80,000 homes across the
borough.
Do you have a story about the
community or information
about an event which you
would like to be considered
for inclusion in a future edition
of the magazine? Or, for
advertising enquires email

Welcome...

together@basildon.gov.uk to
get in touch with the team.
Visit www.basildon.gov.uk/
together for information on
how to download the spoken
word version of Together,
or call 01268 208198 to request
an alternative format.
Basildon Council accepts no responsibility
for the content of any advertisement
published in Together and the inclusion
of any advertisement does not imply
approval or recommendation by the
council of either the terms of any offer or
service of the advertiser.

Your best
Basildon memory!

Play a part in the birthday
celebrations by sharing your best
memories and photographs of life
in Basildon over the past seven
decades on our social media
pages using #Basildon70
or by email Basildon70@
Basildon.gov.uk

together

OurPlace

What things do you celebrate about
the place you live in?
Basildon’s 70th birthday year is a great
time to remember and celebrate what’s
been achieved since the new town was
created – and the people who have made
things happen.
To enter the prize draw please let us know
how we may contact you.
Name:
Email or contact number:
Basildon Council will only use the information
you provide for the purposes of this competition, it will not be shared with anyone and will
be destroyed once the competition is closed.

It is also a perfect time to think about what needs to be done
next to make our borough even better for all our residents –
and those who work and visit here.
Over the summer we will be out and about talking to people
about what you love about where you live – right across the
borough, not just in the new town. We’re calling this Our Place.
We’re starting with a short survey...
Take part for a chance to win a £100 Love 2 Shop voucher.
To enter, let us have your views by completing this survey,
either online at www.basildon.gov.uk/ourplace, by post or
hand delivered to The Basildon Centre, Communications,
St Martins Square, SS14 1DL by 11 August 2019, 5pm.
Full terms and conditions are available at
www.basildon.gov.uk/ourplace

WIN £100 VOUCHER

#

1. What do you value most about the area you live in ? Please consider your local area to be the area
within 15–20 minutes walking distance from your home (please give up to three reasons)

2. What would you like to see more of in the area you live in to make it better in the future?
(please name up to three things)

3. How would you say you feel about living in the Basildon borough?
Proud

Happy

Satisfied

Unhappy

Ashamed

4. Why would you say that?

5. When asked, where do you say you live?

Please give us your postcode

6. How long have you lived in Basildon borough?
0-1year

1-4 years

5-9 years

10-14 years

15-20 years

20+ years

7. Which age group do you belong to?
Under-18

18-24

25-35

35-44

45-54

55-64

65+
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Back on track with

Everyone Active

Everyone Active, Active Basildon and Basildon
Council have teamed up to deliver a free nineweek fitness programme to celebrate Basildon
new town’s 70th birthday.
Backside to Trackside has been designed with the
team at Basildon Sporting Village to help residents,
11 years plus, to be more active, culminating in a 5k
fun run on 13 July.
More than 130 residents have signed up with family,
friends and colleagues to be put through their paces
with personal trainer Andy Stead, who explained:
“For me, this is an opportunity for people to say I’m
going to make a start in trying to make a difference in
my life. When I first started thinking about Backside to
Trackside, I was thinking about it as a very
definitive thing, there was an end to it, the end being
the 5k. I went actually hold on, I want it to last forever,
I don’t want it to finish on the 13th July, I want this to
be something that they can sustain for the rest of
their life.”
The perfect man for the job, Andy, like many, saw his
activity levels drop when he went to university, got a
desk job and welcomed his first child. After working
in London for 10 years, Andy decided to retrain as a
Personal Trainer and is now a much revered face at
Wickford Leisure Centre and has since competed in
ultra and trail-marathons, strongman competitions
and is the chairman of Essex Royals Football Club. He
also co-hosts the Peak Performance Podcast with his
business partner Danny Baker, a physiotherapist at
the Eversley Centre in Pitsea.
5

People of all ages and abilities have signed up, some
with family, friends and colleagues. Nurses, finance
managers, lorry and bus drivers have all been putting
in the laps.
A big drive for Danny, a system advisor from Fryerns,
was to increase his activity levels to keep up with his
young son and like Andy, found working behind a
desk a blocker: “I have a nine to five office job, and this
seemed like a really great opportunity to get off my
backside, get on the trackside.”
Charlotte from Basildon signed up with her sister
and despite suffering an injury at the start of the
programme, has already managed to run over one
mile without stopping after years of inactivity, she
explained: “I’ve not done any exercise for the past two
years, but when this initiative came up, I thought why
not give it a try. Be more active. This is free, I get to do
it on the weekend, so it’s perfect.”
Parents and families are key for Andy: “It’s great that
children can see their parents being active. So it’s good
we can provide this and people can bring their
children along.”
The current programme is full but if you would like
to be added to the Backside to Trackside
waiting list or informed of any future programmes
visit www.Basildon.gov.uk/backsidetotrackside
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White tie and tales

of yesteryear

Original 1950s attire, decorative antique china and
dancing that would have scored highly on Strictly,
were all part of a vintage tea dance held at
Woodlands School to celebrate Basildon at 70.
More than 60 new town residents, who have all seen
their own 70th birthdays, attended the
dementia friendly, free event organised by Basildon
Council and the school. Students served up a real
treat, with afternoon tea and live music from the 50s
and 60s performed by the school’s music department.
David Wright, Headteacher of Woodlands School,
explained: “It was a wonderful opportunity for the
school to give something extra back to our community
which we are all very proud of. So many smiling faces
and great stories linking the past to the future.”
David, who has only recently taken on the role of
headteacher after five years at the school, is a great
advocate for young people and full of praise for his
students: “They are very loyal to the school and to the
area … they don’t expect anything back, they’ve just
got an affiliation with the school. They don’t do it to
get something in return, they do it because they’re
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decent kids and they’re proud of their school and
that’s the way it should be.”
He continued: “Young people do get a bit of a bad
press, everyone’s entitled to make mistakes… but we
know that 99.9% of our young people are just fantastic
and if they’re not we’ll give them some guidance along
the way, so that’s not a problem.”
The George Hurd Centre and Carers First also
attended to share information with guests about their
services. Carrie-Anne, a Carers First support worker
for Basildon, said: “We support unpaid carers in the
Basildon district and many of them are elderly, so it
was nice to come along because people generally don’t
realise they are unpaid carers. It’s a role that naturally
progresses through relationships. The impact we have
is the release of stress. It’s nice for them to know that
there is someone out there supporting them.”
Keep an eye on the Basildon at 70 events page for
future birthday events and news at
www.Basildon.gov.uk/Basildon70

summer 2019

Yourmemories
Sarah O’Neil

“We were living in some rooms
and had got married in October.
Valentine’s day, on 14 February,
we got word through from the
council to say we had got the
house in Basildon, a brand new
house, 55 years ago. That’s my
best Basildon memory.”
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Let the
memories

shine

From restoring antique lights outside Buckingham
Palace and creating old fashioned beer bottles seen
in the hands of a Hollywood star, to carefully and
respectfully turning a loved ones ashes into a
lasting jewellery tribute. That’s the journey taken by
a Barleylands-based glassmaking company over the
last 30 years.
“I can’t tell you what film it was I’m afraid, we signed
a confidentiality agreement,” confesses James Watts
who co-founded Ashes into Glass with his old school
friend, Bill Rhodes.
The two met at school and whilst James went to
college and Bill went to work, they continued to meet
in the holidays and build stuff. After James started
work as an assistant in a glass house in Covent
Garden, they asked his dad if they could build a small
furnace in the garden. “Do what you want as long as
you don’t burn the shed down!” he recalls his dad
warning them.
As they perfected the art of glassmaking, they started
to work on the craft show circuit in their spare time
where they travelled to the grounds of stately homes
to do demonstrations with the public on making things
like glass bulbs and vases.
James remembers arriving at Barleylands in 1996 as
part of a steam rally fair: “The owner Peter Philpot said
to us, ‘Come on boys, I want to show you this’ and he
took us into a barn filled with sheep and said, ‘I want
to turn this into a craft centre but I want you here from
the beginning’. And he helped us do that. That’s what
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we did for years, taking commissions from anyone
who wanted something made from glass”.
It was a heartfelt request from a woman who came
into their workshop with her mother’s ashes asking if
they could make them into something for her to keep
and treasure that led to the creation of Ashes into
Glass in 2006. They have been making paperweights
and jewellery using the ashes of loved ones ever since.
“People obviously have queries on the creation
process and we have always been happy for people
to come to the workshop or answer any questions,”
James says. “One day a lady who lived in Benfleet
asked, ‘How do I know you will use the ashes I give
you?’ which was a fair question. We said she could
come and see us work. We had always done open
workshops and demonstrations but it was obviously a
concern for her. She didn’t have a car so we went and
got her in my wife’s car and invited her in to watch us
make what it was she wanted.”
Their reputation grew when someone suggested they
start a Facebook page which now has an astonishing
1.2 million followers.
When you visit Ashes into Glass you will see a wall
filled with thank you cards that show what their work
means to families. “We are so very fortunate our work
means so much to people,” says James.
Working closely with people who have been bereaved
or facing bereavement is something that they do
respectfully and sensitively and there are times when
the emotion can overwhelm them: “A man came to

summer 2019

Bill

James

visit the workshop with his wife, sadly he knew he
was dying,” James tells us. “He was a lovely man and was
asking us lots of questions about glassmaking and
watching us work. A few months later his wife visited
us again with his ashes. That was very emotional and
upsetting. That sticks in my mind.
“We’ve also had some heartwarming requests from
families. A man had saved his dog’s ashes to be made
into a keepsake with his own once he had died, that
was really lovely.”
Employing local people and passing on the art of
glassmaking is very much the ethos of the business.
They currently employ about 30 staff: “We always
advertise locally and employ people who like what we do.
They also need to have a practical head on their
shoulders.”
For more information on Ashes into Glass, visit
www.ashesintoglass.co.uk or go to
www.facebook.com/ashesintoglass

The Creation Process

One spoonful of a loved one’s ashes, coloured glass
crystals and molten glass are skillfully layered together
to create the rough stone. The multiple layers give the
stone its look of dimension and depth.
Once cooled, it is expertly cut, polished and toughened
before being set.
When the metal and the stone are ready, they are
mounted together in the setting workshop. This work
requires a high degree of skill and patience.
The jewellery can be engraved with a personal message.
This is often a phrase that the person used to say, a line
from a favourite song or a more traditional message
such as their name and dates of life.
9

Yourmemories
James Watts and Bill Rhodes
(founders of Ashes into Glass)
“The presentation evening for
the Basildon Business Awards in
2007 at the Towngate Theatre
with our wives. We’d never
been nominated before
and winning was a
lovely surprise.”

together

Gary Ellis

As a volunteer for Wat Tyler
Country Park for four years,
Gary is passionate about
keeping the park free of
hazards and litter that causes
harm to local wildlife, no
matter the weather.

HEROES
Your Basildon Heroes

Brian Wellman

For more than thirty years as
a volunteer, Brian has served
as a Magistrate, school
governor, public governor,
Trustee for St Luke’s Hospice
and more, offering
unconditional support
to the local community.

As part of Basildon New Town’s
70th Anniversary, Basildon
Council and Eastgate Shopping
Centre are celebrating with
70 Basildon Heroes
throughout 2019.
Meet some of our winners
so far…

Jo Cullen

Jo has been supporting the
local community her entire
career through working as a
librarian, a governor at a
Basildon school, play leader for
a local group and now as a
pivotal member of the
Basildon Heritage
Group.

Heart of Pitsea
Community Project

Over the last four years, they
have made valuable
improvements to Pitsea
including a youth club, an
organic gardening project,
an outdoor gym and
children’s playground.
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Yourmemories
Janis Humphries

“Everything around us was
a building site when we first
arrived. I remember my brother
used to go around talking to all
the builders and playing
games with them. They were
so friendly. I had a great
time growing up
in Basildon.”
summer 2019

Moira Brock

Founder of La Danse
Fantastique, Moira opens up
the world of music and dance
to all young people, including
those with physical problems,
sensory impairments or
learning difﬁculties.

Aston Avery

As a patron of Anna Kennedy
Online, Aston visits schools
and local authorities to teach
how to work with people with
complex conditions and help
raise awareness of autism.

Get your nominations in

Our Heroes can be individuals, or
community, voluntary, sports, cultural
organisations or businesses who have made
a significant and positive contribution to
Basildon New Town over the last 70 years.
Our 70 Heroes will be selected by a judging
panel so please include as much information
as possible in your nomination. Heroes will
be announced throughout the year and will
be featured in an exhibition in the Eastgate
Shopping Centre so keep an eye out during
your next visit.
To nominate visit
www.basildon.gov.uk/Basildon70

Gateway 97.8

The team at Gateway 97.8
have been instrumental in
helping local people ﬁnd jobs,
offer young people the chance
to learn radio and run
accredited courses to help
disadvantaged people gain
transferable skills.

Trudy Westmore-Cox

By co-founding St Luke’s
Hospice Basildon, Trudy has
been a support and valuable
lifeline for many patients and
their family members
during difﬁcult times
for many years.
11
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Sharing our past

with our future
Yourmemories
Lewis Blaney

“I’ve experienced nearly every
corner of this town and even after
26 years I still find something new
and now with a child of my own
attending a school in Basildon
she gets to have that same
relationship and experience
with Basildon.”
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At first glance, you wouldn’t expect members of
an over 50s activity centre to have anything in
common with a group of reception age
school children.

Throughout the project, which was funded by Sport
England through the Essex Local Delivery Pilot, the
schoolchildren, all aged four or five, had the
opportunity to develop relationships and learn
from others.

These unlikely companions, at opposite ends of the
age spectrum, were brought together for an
eight-week project exploring the benefits of
intergenerational contact.
For an hour every week, ten children from Briscoe
Primary School visited the George Hurd Centre to play
games, paint, decorate cakes, dance, make crafts and
interact with a group of volunteers. The project, which
was run in partnership with Active Essex and Basildon
Council, was designed to promote activity in older
people and encourage youngsters to learn from
others whilst having fun.
“I enjoyed being with the children and seeing them all
happy and playing nicely. I really looked forward to it
every week,” said 81-year-old Mavis Williams.
“It’s important for children to be around older people.
It teaches them about respect, caring for others and
to slow down a little bit..
“After I retired I volunteered in a school, helping
pupils with their reading. I used to tell them about
being evacuated during the Second World War and
showed them photographs of how we used to
dress – they couldn’t believe it.”
“It has been a great success for both groups,”
explained Christine Laundy, Chairperson of the
George Hurd Committee.
“Our members have been able to interact with the
youngsters by supervising and helping with the
activities, and in turn have become more active and
stimulated. It really was a great time had by all.”

Clare White, Reception teacher at Briscoe Primary
School, in Pitsea, said: “We hand-picked ten children
for a variety of reasons. Some don’t have any older
figures in their family and others were particularly shy.
We also chose a few who are confident to help bring
the others out of their shell.
“It was so lovely to see them interacting with the older
people, and we began to notice gradual changes in
the classroom too. They became more confident and
comfortable around others.”
Wendy Sanders, 67, who attends the George Hurd
Centre jumped at the chance to take part in the
intergeneration project.
“I’ve got 10 grandchildren and one great-grandchild
so I’m used to being around kids. I was also a carer so
I understand the benefits of interaction like this,” she
explained.
“The Briscoe pupils are such lovely children and I really
enjoyed getting to know them. I was wary to start with
because I thought it was best to let them come to me,
but they were soon chatting away and giving us
cuddles. It’s been great to see them communicating
with older people. “
If you would like to find out more about the
over 50s activities on offer at the George Hurd
and other centres, visit
www.basildon.gov.uk/leisure

Get your nominations in for our
Volunteer Awards which recognise the
amazing achievements and contributions
that volunteers make across the
Basildon borough.
The categories are:
The Sunshine Award (11-21yrs)

News
in brief

Community Star (21 years old and above)
Inspirational Role Model Award
Fundraising Champion

2019
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Long Service Award
Voluntary Group/Project of the Year Award
Lifetime Achievement Award
To read more about the categories and
to nominate online please visit
www.basildon.gov.uk/volunteerawards

together

Free New Town Sounds

music festival
Taking inspiration from the rich, musical heritage of
Basildon, ‘New Town Sounds’ is an exciting, all day
event taking place across Basildon town centre on
31 August 2019.

Venues around the town will come alive to the sound
of music in honour of Basildon New Town’s 70th
anniversary, with an array of musicians, bands and
performers taking to multiple stages across various
venues. These include Towngate Theatre, St Martins
Church, Eastgate Centre, The Edge, The Beehive, Colors,
St Martin Square, Basildon Market and Basildon Library
to name but a few.
“We’ve been absolutely overwhelmed by the number of
people and venues that are already involved with this
event so far, “ says Lauren Martin, Creative Director,
Things Made Public CIC . ”Everyone has been incredibly
enthusiastic, not to mention generous and we cannot
wait to celebrate Basildon’s 70th with the community.”
From local, original bands, through to sing-along events,
choir performances, jazz jams and everything in between,
the aim is simple; to celebrate the last 70 years in style.
Providing opportunities to local businesses, giving our
talented musicians a platform and in turn creating a
magical day for our community to enjoy. Running from
12noon till late, activities and performers will be
staggered throughout the day. So, whether you’re
heading in for a couple of hours with the kids, or planning
to spend the entire day soaking up the atmosphere, there
will always be something to keep you entertained.
If that wasn’t enough, street performers, children’s
activities, workshops, dancing and demonstrations will
also be incorporated, ensuring an action packed FREE
event that promises something for everyone.
Programming is currently underway, however we are still
on the look out for local people to participate on the day.
Whether you’re the singer in a band, a beautiful ballroom
dancer, a vintage car enthusiast, a beatboxer
extraordinaire or a local business with an event idea –
we want to hear from you!
Contact lauren.martin@thingsmadepublic.com for
more information on how you can take part.

Yourmemories
Charlie Perkins,

Basildon Council Apprentice 2018
“I was born in Basildon in 2002
and my favourite Basildon
memory is fishing in Northlands
Park with my friends when I
caught a carp which weighed
28lb! My biggest to date!”
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To contact the
club visit
www.basildoncricket.
hitscricket.com

Howzat for a

community club!
With the cricket world cup currently being hosted in
England a local club is doing its bit to raise the
profile of the game and its benefits to a new
generation.

Another important part of this new strategy is Karen
Jennings who has taken up the role of youth manager.
Karen is working closely with local schools to drive up
participation in the sport.

Basildon & Pitsea Cricket Club, founded just before the
creation of the new town 70 years ago, is truly at the
heart of its community.

Although the club has its eye firmly on the future it is
important to recognise its origins and past
achievements.

The club, which is based at Mopsies Park, in Timberlog
Lane, is currently reinventing itself. This season they
have moved from the Shepherd Neame Essex League
to the T Rippon Mid-Essex League and they have a
whole new outlook.

In 2011 West Indies cricketing legend Sir Garfield
Sobers visited the club to observe how it runs its youth
section. The club has also hosted a German XI in a
20/20 game at Mopsies Park with ex-Essex fast bowler
Tymal Mills and current Essex opener Nick Browne.

Youth cricket and improving participation amongst the
young people of the borough and in particular the new
town is a priority for the club, which runs on the hard
work of a few volunteers.

In the early days the club played at the Old Rectory in
Cranes Farm Road, now the site of New Holland
tractor plant. Since 1968 the club has been at
Mopsies Park.

Paul Ayres, 58, of Kingswood, has been a part of the
club since as long as he can remember, captaining the
1st XI for five years and currently serving in his third
stint as club chairman.

The club has evolved over the years and is now
entering the next stage of its evolution and with cricket
participation levels dropping nationally, it is more
important than ever that clubs like Basildon & Pitsea
get the full support of their communities.

He said: “We’re currently entering a new phase for the
club going into a new league and we’re very much
seeing this as an opportunity to reinvent ourselves
within the community.
“We have more than 40 children attending youth
training on Thursday nights ranging from under 9 to
under 13s and their parents come along too.”
15

Paul added: “The focus is most definitely on the youth
section of the club in the next few years as well as
getting the enjoyment of cricket back. With a new
league comes new opportunities and new grounds to
play at some of which are much more local. We are
also keen to promote women’s cricket and would like
to start a women’s team in the near future.”

together

New children’s play equipment and a specially-designed
outdoor gym have been installed in the brand new Heart of
Pitsea Legacy Park on Winifred Road recreation ground.
The new park is another success for the Heart of Pitsea Big Local
community project, which has been making positive improvements
to the lives of many local residents for the past five years, thanks
to the National Lottery Community Fund and a partnership with
Basildon Council.

Community
at the heart

Local residents and their children came together to celebrate the
opening of the park in an event that had a strong Basildon at 70
theme. A free programme of fun activities featured Basildon at 70
craft activities and a Zine workshop with artist Lu Williams –
see page 18.
The Heart of Pitsea project includes an organic gardening scheme
that gives away free fruit and vegetables, a youth club and an
extensive range of activity days for young people through the
school holidays. It was recently awarded Basildon at 70 hero status.
Project coordinator Simon Johnson said: “The Big Local lottery
scheme has truly put local residents in control of their
communities’ future opportunities. We regularly support
students at our local primary and secondary schools, including
providing an arts therapist to help young people overcome
the pain of parental bereavement and help families cope
with turbulent life events.”
If you live locally and want to get involved, get in touch at
www.heartofpitsea.co.uk

Neighbours getting together

to tackle crime
A visit to the Essex Country Show and a chat at
the Neighbourhood Watch stand persuaded
Kathy McGowan to consider starting a scheme in
her road in Basildon.
Kathy remembers: “At first I was a bit hesitant and
scared but because of the anti-social issues we had
in our road at the time – it just felt like the right
thing to do.”
It seems her neighbours were in agreement and
with the help of Clive Woodward, the Chairman
of Basildon Neighbourhood Watch, together they
knocked on all the doors in her road and signed
up 48 neighbours.
There are around 210 Neighbourhood Watch
schemes in the borough and it is people like Kathy
and Clive that the success of the scheme relies on.
As little as 10 minutes a week can make a big
difference. Kathy explains: “We get sent the weekly
crime reports by Essex Police which we forward
on to our neighbours. I do go a bit further and do
reports of flytipping too as I want our road to look
nice so I always report it so the council can clear it
up for us.”
16

SAFERBASILDON
Working together for a safer borough

To start up a scheme
in your street, all you need
is an email address to receive
the crime reports. It’s free and
Clive and Kathy are happy to help.
On the stereotype of curtain
twitchers, Clive chuckles: “We
want the bad people to think we
are a load of curtain twitchers
because it can be a deterrent.
Opportunistic burglars will walk
into a road and see a sign up
saying this is a neighbourhood
watch area and carry on walking.”
Kathy is very positive about the difference being
a member has made: “Reducing crime, getting
the community together and getting to know all
my neighbours. Our road is a lot cleaner now and
people are looking out for each other. It’s just nice
having that community back together.”
To find out more about Basildon Neighbourhood
Watch email basboronhw@virginmedia.com or
find them on Twitter @WatchBasildon

Kathy

summer 2019

Festival in
70 years’ time…

To celebrate Basildon new town’s 70th anniversary,
Festival Leisure Park has launched the ‘Festival in 70
years’ time’ school campaign.
‘Festival in 70 years’ time’ asks primary school pupils
what entertainment they think Festival Leisure Park
will have in the future, inviting children to submit their
thoughts in either a creative piece or poem in no more
than 70 words.
“We’re delighted to be running our ‘Festival in 70
years’ time’ campaign and it’s great to be able to work
alongside the Basildon Council and The Echo to help
celebrate Basildon new town’s 70th Anniversary,”
explained Matthew Chambers, Centre Manager of
Festival Leisure Park. “We wanted to be able to give
something back to the local community and the future
generations. Schools that enter the competition will
receive £70 with the winning child’s creative piece
receiving £1,000 for their primary school.”

Entries that make the top 10 shortlist will each
appear in The Echo newspaper. Judges from
Festival Leisure Park, Basildon Council and The Echo
will then have the tough task on choosing a winner.
Gary Pearson, Newsquest Essex editor, added: “It has
been great to be so immersed in the 70th
birthday celebrations of Basildon so far. This is an
excellent project and it’s good to know so many
children from across south Essex will get the chance to
get involved. The mind boggles when thinking about
what could become of Basildon in another 70 years,
and it’ll be interesting to see what young people think.”
*Each school will receive £70 upon entry. Please note each school
that enters will receive £70 regardless of how many
pupils enter the competition. Entries per school are not capped.

Entries for the

‘Festival in 70 years time’

competition are now open and
can be posted to Festival
leisure or emailed to
info@festivalleisure.co.uk.
Entries must be received by Friday
28 June. Basildon Town 70th
Birthday Competition, Festival
Leisure Park, Festival Way,
Basildon, Essex,
SS14 3WB

News
in brief
Space Chase
reading challenge

Essex Libraries and The Reading Agency
are offering an out of this world Summer
Reading Challenge, inspired by the 50th
anniversary of the moon landings.
Children aged 3 to 12 will be challenged to read six
books to earn space-themed stickers,a certificate
and medal. Plus a specially designed activity for
the 0 to 3s there’s intergalactic fun for all.
The Summer Reading Challenge starts on
Saturday 20 July. Find out more by visiting
libraries.essex.gov.uk
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Iris Hanson, Lee Chapel
“In London we were living in
rooms, so coming to Basildon
massively improved our lives.
We came here so my husband
George could work in the tractor
plant, and we moved into a
brand new house which
Can you help?
remains our home to
this very day.”
Essex Libraries are looking
for volunteers aged 14 and over to
help children with this year’s
Summer Reading Challenge.
Volunteers will join children to the
challenge, talk to them about their
books and hand out stickers and
rewards. It’s fun and great for CVs!
Find out more online at
libraries.essex.gov.uk

together

What is a zine – and why would you want one?
“Zines are self-published magazines and cover a
whole variety of subjects” explains Lu Williams.
“They started off as pamphlets, usually political,
passed secretly between hands in the late 18th
Century, then in the 1930s, used by science fiction
fans as fanzines and popularised in the 80s and
90s through punk and riot grrrl.”

Lu grew up in Billericay and spent most weekends
in Basildon by the Mother and Child Fountain, waiting
for her mum to do the big shop. She studied an Art
Foundation and then applied to universities
including Oxford, where she was accepted. “I was the
first person from my family to go to university. I found
out I got into Oxford University, had a big cry, and then
went back off to work at the bowling alley in Billericay.”

Lu is a local artist who wants to help Basildon
residents create their own zines that capture
their memories of Basildon – its culture, society,
architecture, public art as well as their own personal
experiences and journeys.

During her career Lu has worked with the V&A
Museum and the British Film Institute. She founded
Grrrl Zine Fair in 2015 which is a self-publishing fair
with bands, workshops and art exhibitions. She’s also
developed The Grrrl Zine Library which houses over
300 self-published zines from across the globe.

It’s a project that Lu has been commissioned to run as
part of the 70th Anniversary celebrations for Basildon
new town in partnership with Basildon Council, Essex
Cultural Diversity Project and Foundation for Essex
Arts. Using copies of participant zines, she will also
create a collaborative Basildon at 70 zine which will be
launched during Basildon Arts Week this September.

If you would like to host a workshop at your local
business, voluntary or community group for your
staff or members, email: basildon70@basildon.gov.uk

Create your own

Basildon story
Get involved!

Zine workshops are free to attend
and suitable for all ages, just turn up
with your old photos of Basildon.
Wednesday 26 June, 1pm to 2pm,
Laindon Activity Centre
Friday 28 June, 11am to 4pm,
Eastgate Shopping Centre
Sunday 28 July, 11am to 4pm,
Eastgate Shopping Centre

Best of Basildon arts
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News
in brief

Basildon at 70 Arts Week is taking place
from 23 to 28 September at the
Towngate Theatre. To celebrate the new
town’s 70th birthday, The Foundation for
Essex Arts has teamed up with Basildon
Council to host a week-long celebration
of the best of Basildon’s arts culture. The
week will include a combination of creative
workshops throughout the day time and
evening entertainment.
Visit www.Basildon.gov.uk/Basildon70 for
the latest Basildon 70th news
and events.

summer 2019

Basildon & Pitsea
Carnival

is looking for new members to
join the youth committee.
If you’re interested in event
management or looking for
volunteering options, get in
touch by email
bpca@hotmail.co.uk

Classic cars, music and

carnival spirit
Basildon and Pitsea Carnival is embracing all things
Basildon 70 to celebrate the new town’s birthday on
27 July at Northlands Park.
Grab your family and friends, pack a picnic and head
down to the park to enjoy a day of live music,
fairground rides, inflatables, classic cars, culinary
delights and more to help raise funds to support
this year’s charity, Pitsea Food Bank.
Stuart Terson joined the carnival in 1997 when he was
just 19 years old, invites the entire town to join in.
“It’s for the community, come out, meet your
neighbours, listen to the music, take a picnic, there
should be a lot more rides this year and stalls with
activities like mini football and the Basildon 70 arts
and craft stall.”
Stuart took over as chairman from the late and great
George Coleman-Wood, affectionately known as Mr
Carnival. A Second World War veteran, George first got
involved in the carnival in the early sixties after moving
to Basildon from the East End and set a precedent for
many lifelong volunteers.
Festivities will kick off with the much loved parade at
12noon from Church Road before looping down
Whitmore Way and parking up in Northlands Park.
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Stuart is keen to promote community groups as much
as possible: “It’s the perfect opportunity for all of the
community groups to say, hey we’re here and get
more members as well. Basildon has a really great
community atmosphere and there are so many
different groups. Events like this bring everyone
together and that’s why we do it.”
A host of partners from across the borough will be
hosting stalls and events including Basildon Council,
Partyman World, Mega Inflatables, Gateway Radio,
the Scouts, Sea Cadets and many more. If you or
your business would like to get involved email
bpca@hotmail.co.uk.

Yourmemories
John Sell,

was born on Marsh Farm
“There was still an army camp in
the early 1950s. The guns would
be going off but the cows would
still need milking, so I used
to go out in a tin hat!”

together

Made in Basildon:
driven worldwide
When tractor manufacturing first began in Basildon,
the Eastgate Centre, Sporting Village, hospital and
train station were nowhere to be seen.

As demand for machinery on farms grew in the 1950s,
Ford realised its existing car and tractor production
plant in Dagenham couldn’t cope. With the
Government encouraging industry to move to the
new town, the motor company took the opportunity to
develop a 100-acre site in Cranes Farm Road.
Construction of the specially-designed factory began
in 1962, with an official opening in March 1964.
Other big names have been and gone since then, but
the tractor plant has continued to thrive and is the
only remaining factory of its kind in the UK. Today it
produces New Holland branded tractors, part of CNH
Industrial, one of the largest capital goods companies
in the world.
So just what is the secret to its success?
Colin Larkin, Project Manager, began working at the
tractor plant 34 years ago, and has travelled around
the world crafting his trade.
Colin explained: “I’m the first person in our history
to go from the shop floor to Plant Manager. I never
dreamt that would happen when I started out. As I
gradually rose through the ranks I started to set
myself bigger goals and began to realise that it was
achievable.”
It is a sentiment shared by Material Handling Manager,
Dean Stephenson, who first stepped foot in the factory
in 1994.
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“It was always meant to be a stop gap for me, but my
career has been good to me. I now have 110 people
reporting to me. There are always opportunities here
for anyone who wants to get on,” he said.
The tractor plant has a close-knit workforce, with
generations of local families passing through its doors.
Steve Benmore, from Wickford, was given an
application form by his father 25 years ago. His
mother also previously worked in the factory.
“I thought I would do it for a few months, but I’m still
here,” he said.
In Basildon, a tractor rolls off the production line
as often as every five minutes. Ninety per cent of
these are then exported to over 120 countries
around the world.
As for the future, the focus is now on sustainable
farming. New Holland has already developed a
methane powered concept tractor designed to enable
clients to become energy independent.
It is pioneering advances such as these which keep
dedicated employees motivated, focused and satisfied.
Group Leader, Mark Holmes, started on the
production line fitting front wheels three decades ago.
“I don’t think anyone plans to work somewhere for
this long, but it’s a good job. Every day is different and
there are always new solutions to find,” he said.
Mark, from Basildon, added: “I was born in Billericay
because there wasn’t even a hospital in Basildon then.
I saw the train station being built and most of the
housing estates, but the tractor plant has outlived all
of that.”

summer
2019
spring 2019

Janet

Alan

Steve
Mark
Colin
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Darren Chaplin,
Basildon postman and
Team GB duathlete
“I’m proud to have lived here for
the past 20 years. I use the green
spaces and Basildon Sporting
Village to train for European and
World Championships, and to
keep fit and active.”
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Improving the lives

Grant

of local people

When Nicola Coggin and Terri Chudleigh heard about
Basildon Council’s Improving Lives Award, they knew
exactly who would fit the bill. Held annually, the
council’s staff awards celebrate the achievements of
officers over the last 12 months. The Improving Lives
Award, sponsored by Pinnacle PSG, is reserved solely
for public nominations.
Terri and Nicola, co-head teachers at Briscoe Primary
School & Nursery in Basildon, had been working
closely with leisure manager, Grant Taylor, on a bid
to gain funding to improve the school’s early years
playground facilities.
“What really stands out about Grant is his passion,”
explained Nicola. “He understood that this was an
opportunity to get different parts of the community
together. And, like us, he recognised the importance
of developing the school as a real community hub,
supporting local people from all walks of life.”
Once completed, the school want to open the new
facilities to local community groups, including a local
women’s refuge and children’s centre.
“Grant has been really supportive throughout the
whole process,” said Terri. “We have set up a steering
committee to get the most of the new facilities and
even after the funding had been agreed, Grant has
continued to support the project.”

It was that dedication that led Nicola and Terri to
nominate Grant for the Improving Lives Award.
“We wanted to make sure Grant was recognised for
what he has helped us achieve. He has gone above
and beyond for our community and the Improving
Lives Award seemed the perfect way to thank him,”
said Nicola.
Grant received his award at the council’s staff awards
in April. “I’m really grateful for Terri and Nicola’s
nomination and proud to be part of such a fantastic
community-building opportunity for the area. I’m
excited to carry on working with Briscoe Primary
School & Nursery to get the best outcomes for local
residents.”
Environmental Health Technical Officer, Patricia
Bourke, was highly commended in the Improving Lives
category for providing extensive support to residents
during a number of enquiries. She was described as
“professional, courteous and fully deserving of
recognition for her work.”

Yourmemories
Priscilla Williams

“Some of my best Basildon
memories are going to
Gloucester Park with my sibling.
If it was really sunny we’d
spend the entire day there,
it was lovely.”
22
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Christine

Celebrating
Swan at 25

This year, as Basildon New Town turns 70, Swan
Housing Association also celebrates its 25th
anniversary. Its strong long-term partnership with
Basildon Council continues, with Swan
continuing to provide housing services to
thousands in Basildon and regenerating both
Craylands and Laindon Shopping Centre, in
partnership with the council and Homes England.
Swan started life as Basildon Community Housing
Association in 1994 taking a transfer of 2,000 homes
in Basildon from the Commission for New Towns and
has grown to own and manage more than 11,000
homes in Essex and East London and has chosen
Basildon as the site for its innovative new modular
housing factory.
Swan’s CEO John Synnuck, who has led Swan from
the beginning and also recently celebrated 50 years
of service in social housing, truly believes housing
associations can make positive, local change.
He said: “Improving a run-down estate can make a
huge difference to that community, particularly when
we invest in community space, training programmes,
even in some cases Community Trusts, to support the
community.
Under his leadership Swan has transformed major
estates in Basildon including completed schemes
at Church View and Five Links and through ongoing
schemes such as the regeneration of Craylands as
Beechwood Village.
In 2016 Swan took ownership of the Laindon
Shopping Centre and immediately set about engaging
with the local community who were desperate for the
centre, which was blighting the area, to be
transformed. After consulting with over 2,000 local

somewhere to feel at home
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residents, Swan’s plans to replace the tired centre
with a new high street received the green light from
Basildon planners and in May this year the centre
demolition began with the first new shops due to
open in 2020 and temporary retail in place to
provide continuity of key services for local people.
When complete Laindon Place will offer shops, a new
health centre, a new swan office, fantastic public
space and 224 new homes.
Long term Swan resident Christine Davies moved to
Basildon in 1984 and now lives opposite the Laindon
Shopping Centre.
Christine said: “I was so happy when I got my new
Swan home – it has to be one of my favourite
memories of Basildon and the area. We were one of
the last families to leave Blue House and we were
given the choice of three properties on the new
Churchview estate. I chose plot 658, a lovely new
three bed property by the Laindon Shopping Centre.
Swan promised that I’d get the same size home and I
did. I love my home, it is my safe place.”
For 25 years Swan housing have delivered quality
affordable homes and created thriving communities,
somewhere to call home, for those who need it most,
and hope to celebrate many more Basildon birthdays.

Yourmemories

Christopher Harris

“Me and my school friends used
to go to Wimpy when it first
opened for a hot dog and a cup
of coffee. We also loved going out
on our bikes over the fields, we
would pack a sandwich and
a drink and be gone for
the whole day.”
summer 2019

News

Readers

Are you sitting comfortably? Then I’ll begin…
That’s not how the audio recordings of the Wickford
and District Talking Newspaper start but the
principle is the same – sharing newspaper and
magazine content through a friendly voice at a
convenient time for the listener.
The Wickford and District Talking Newspaper has
been operating as a registered charity for over 40
years. Technical manager Mike Ballinger said: “We
are very proud to have been supplying the service
for over four decades.”

Dumped shopping trolleys are an eyesore
and can cause obstructions to public areas.
You can report them to Trolleywise.
Trolleywise acts on the behalf of the
following retailers:
Tesco, Asda, B&Q, Lidl,
Home Bargains & Iceland
To report a dumped trolley, please visit
their website to download their app
www.trolleywiseapp.co.uk/
download-the-new-app/
or email
trolleywise@wanzl.co.uk
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The Talking Newspaper relies on its volunteers.
If you are good at reading or have an interest in
news and current affairs and would like to get
involved, email wickfordtalkingnewspaper@gmail.
com or call 07766 671695.
If you know someone who would like to
receive their recordings, please visit
www.wickfordtalkingnewspaper.org.uk

More than 800 recordings are recorded and posted
out every month, totally free, with access also
available online. Articles are selected from local
newspapers, magazines and national newspapers
for our blind and partially sighted residents and
also people who find reading a strain.

Report dumped
shopping trolleys

Chairman Sally Webb said: “We are proud of all of
our 50 volunteers who give their time to make this
possible. We know how much our listeners
appreciate the hard work, because they tell us so. It’s
important that people can find out what’s going on in
their communities so that they do not feel isolated.”

News
in brief

Celebrate #Basildon70
together

If you, your group, workplace or school are
hosting an event or activity, we would love
you to help Basildon New Town celebrate
the 70th anniversary.
If you have something planned and would
like to tie in with birthday celebrations,
please email us at
basildon70@basildon.gov.uk
or visit
www.Basildon.gov.uk/Basildon70
and don’t forget to use
our official hashtag
#Basildon70

together

Bit Time Basildon
Tech, Talk and Tinker
As Basildon celebrates turning 70 it’s a good time to
consider what may change as we edge closer to
our 100th birthday. Appropriate then that Bit Time
Basildon is being delivered across the borough by
multi award winning arts and education charity,
Signals.

The charity aims to help people become tech
confident, develop a better understanding of how
technology works and even how to spot fake news
circulated on social media. Frazer, explained: “If you
understand how it works, you become more aware
of when you’re being lied to on it.”

Bit Time is an intergenerational project exploring how
different generations engage with the tools we use to
keep in touch and what they will look like in 30 years.

Feedback from parents has been really positive to
date. Crystal’s daughter Rianna developed a new
found confidence: “My daughter is normally really
anxious about going out and when she came out of
there said I wish we could do that every week.”

Led by Signals’ Education Coordinator Frazer Merrick,
over 250 school children and activity centres regulars
have participated in workshops to learn new digital
skills and develop ideas exploring how communication
could evolve.
Frazer explained: “This is a Basildon project, it’s all of
their ideas and thoughts… It’s made by the people of
Basildon.”
Digital artists have worked with residents to develop
those ideas into working models that are set to be
exhibited across the borough including at the New
Town Sounds Celebration and Basildon 70 Arts Week.
Models include an emoji inspired programme to help
people share ‘e-motions’ and a futuristic take on the
cup and string.
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Helen’s children Thomas and Lucy attended one of the
free workshops at Basildon Library and she believes
screen time isn’t necessarily a bad thing: “I think
because we are older we see screens as something
that stops you communicating so I’m always saying to
them come off the screen and talk to me but my son
will say I’m talking to my friends, so for them because
they’ve grown up with its not a negative thing.”
Signals is a centre for creative learning that delivers
projects across the region specialising in film
education, digital art and media production for social,
learning and creative outcomes. Visit www.signals.
org.uk to find out how to get involved.
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WIN FREE PANTO TICKETS

HAVE
YOUR
SAY
LEISURE AND CULTURE IN BASILDON
“I want to see new towns… with
plenty of theatres, concert halls, and
meeting places. I should like to see
cricket and football played by the
youth of the town instead of being
watched by them. I want to see them
producing first-class amateur teams.”
These were the words of Lewis Silkin
outlining the government’s vision for
new towns in 1946. Leisure and
culture has always been an
important to Basildon.
In its 70th birthday year, there is no
better time to reflect on how the
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borough provides leisure and
cultural opportunities now and
influence how they might develop
in the future.
Tell us what you think about leisure
and culture activities by completing
our survey at www.basildon.gov.uk/
leisuresurvey by Monday 1 July 2019.

OH YES, YOU WILL!
All participants will be entered
into a free prize draw to win
a family ticket to this year’s
Christmas pantomime at the
Towngate Theatre.
Full terms and conditions are
available at www.basildon.gov.
uk/leisuresurvey

Billericay Choral Society
Summer Concert,
Saturday 20 July

Billericay Choral Society Spring Concert
takes place at 7:30pm at the United
Reformed Church, 99 Chapel Street,
Billericay CM12 9LR.
Call Chris Kempson on 01277 656443
or visit them on facebook
@billericaychoral

Basildon and Pitsea Carnival,
Saturday 27 July
A day of free entertainment for the
local community.

Festivities start at 11:30am and run until 6pm at
Northlands Park. Carnival parade starts at Holy
Cross Fields at 12 noon, finishing at Northlands
Park around 1:30pm.
For more information, visit
www.basildoncarnival.wordpress.com
Page 19

Wickford Town Carnival,
Saturday 12 September

New Town Sounds,
Saturday 31 August

A day of free festivities to celebrate
100 years of Wickford Town Carnival
including the traditional parade and
host of free entertainment.
For more information, search
Wickford Town Carnival
on Facebook
@Wickfordtowncarnival

Gateway Open Day,
Saturday 20 July

Meet the Gateway radio team, at their
studios in Eastgate Shopping Centre.
See what they do, ask questions and
even get involved!
Drop in from 10am to 3pm.

St Lukes Art Fest,
Saturday 22 June and
Sunday 23 June

Celebrating the creative work of
patients, their families, staff and
volunteers, this art exhibition takes
place at St. Luke’s Hospice, Basildon,
from 10am to 4pm.
For more information,
phone 01268 524973 or visit
www.stlukeshospice.com

For more information, visit
www.basildon.gov.uk/
basildon70

Taking inspiration from the rich,
musical heritage of Basildon,
‘New Town Sounds’ is an exciting, all
day music event in Basildon town
centre. Visit our website for more
information
www.basildon.gov.uk/
basildon70
Page 14

Basildon at
70 Birthday Quiz,
Friday 21 June

A celebratory evening for Basildon at
70, including a cash prize and
charity raffle.
Doors open at 7pm and booking is
essential. Tickets are £2.50 per person
and available from The Place, Pitsea or
call to book on 01268 205284.
www.basildon.gov.uk/events

Basildon Arts Week,
Monday 23 to Saturday
28 September

A variety of workshops and performances
run by The Foundation for Essex Arts and
local artists at the Towngate Threatre.
Visit the website for more
information
www.basildon.gov.uk/basildon70
28
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Events
There’s so much going on
across the borough. Here’s a
round up just some of the exciting
events you can take part in.
Know something we don’t?
Let us know so we can share
it with our readers.
Email details of your
upcoming event to
together@basildon.gov.uk

Superstars Tournament,
Saturday 21 and
Sunday 22 September

Basildon Borough Twinning Association and
Woodlands School, Basildon are inviting 70
competitors, in four different age groups, to
enter the search for true sporting
Basildon Superstars.
Further information will be available at
www.basildon.gov.uk/basildon70

Wat Tyler Summer Mix

A special summer programme, from
pond dipping and mini bug hunts, to
Mini Den Making and Wild Art classes.
There will be nine different activities
throughout the summer – where you will
be able to collect tokens for attendance,
towards prizes. The more activities you
attend, the bigger the prize!
Sessions start from £3.55 per child.
More information visit
www.wattylercountrypark.org.uk and
Wat Tyler Facebook page @wattylercp
or call 01268 208090.

Zine workshops,
26 June to 28 June

These free workshops are suitable for all
ages and abilities. Just turn up with your
old photos of Basildon and
some creativity!
Wednesday 26 June, 1pm to 2pm
Laindon Activity Centre
Friday 28 June, 11am to 4pm
Eastgate Shopping Centre
Sunday 28 July, 11am to 4pm
Eastgate Shopping Centre
Page 18

Basildon Pride
Saturday 14 September

Basildon Pride strives to promote equality
and diversity throughout the town and its
surrounding areas with an all-inclusive
family event.
The festival at Gloucester Park will follow a
colourful and exciting parade through
Basildon Town Centre.
Find them on facebook for regular
updates @BasildonPride or
visit www.basildonpride.co.uk

Memories bus,
Saturday 17 August

Gateway radio’s memory bus is coming
to a place near you!
Recording your favourite Basildon memories live on
Gateway 97.8 FM. Jump on board and join us for a trip
down memory lane, with activities to keep you
entertained, at:
Wat Tyler Country Park, Pitsea,
11:30am to 12:30pm
Basildon Hospital, 12:45 to 1:30pm
Basildon Sporting Village, 1:45pm to 2:45pm
Barleylands, 3pm to 4pm
Wickford Downtowner Youth Club,
4:15pm to 4:45pm
If you are an individual or local group and
want to share a Basildon memory please
email reception@gateway978.com
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Crunch times

Basildon Council’s crunch service
is a mobile waste disposal facility
that tours the borough.
Residents can use it to dispose
of bulkier items of rubbish. The
crunch will accept all large
household waste from domestic
premises such as furniture, TVs
and electrical appliances.
Further details are available at
www.basildon.gov.uk/crunch

Billericay

Saturday 6 July
9am - 12noon Carvers Wood,
CM11 2TJ
Saturday 20 July
9am - 12noon David’s Walk,
CM11 1RH
Saturday 27 July
9am - 12noon Radford Crescent
car park, CM12 OBW
Saturday 3 August
9am - 12noon Hannakins Farm,
CM12 0EZ
Saturday 21 September
9am - 12noon Little Burstead
car park, CM12 9SY
Saturday 28 September
9am - 12noon Radford Crescent
car park, CM12 0BW

Craylands

Saturday 6 July
9am - 10.30am Kennet Way
service area
10.30am - 12noon Jordan Way,
SS143QL

Crays Hill

Saturday 29 June
9am - 12noon Crays Hill Recreation
Ground, CM11 2YA
Saturday 17 August
9am - 12noon Crays Hill Recreation
Ground, CM11 2YA

Laindon

Saturday 29 June
9am - 10.30am Laindon Burdock Drive, SS15 5RT
10.30am - 12noon Laindon Leinster Road, SS15 5FA
Saturday 6 July
9am - 10.30am Laindon West Thornton Way/Sparkbridge SS15 6QQ
10.30 - 12noon Laindon West,
Hoover Drive, SS15 6LF
Saturday 27 July
9am - 12noon Southwell Link off
Gower Chase, SS15 5TZ
Saturday 10 August
9am - 10.30am Laindon Link opposite

30

Kingdom Hall, SS15 5UR
10.30am - 12noon Leinster Road,
SS15 5FA
Saturday 17 August
9am - 10.30am Laindon West Dunton Caravan Park, CM13 3SX
10.30am - 12noon Kings Crescent,
Steeple View, SS15 4AW
Saturday 24 August
9am - 12noon Laindon Link Bluehouse Community Centre,
SS15 5UH
Saturday 14 September
9am - 10.30am Danacre parking area,
SS15 5PT
10.30am - 12noon King Edward
Community Centre car park, SS15 6JF

Langdon Hills

Saturday 13 July
Triangle Shops, SS16 6HF

Lee Chapel

Saturday 7 September
9am - 12noon Lee Chapel
South - The Knares service area,
SS16 5TF

Pitsea

Saturday 29 June
9am - 10.30am Pitsea Kenneth Road - Layby, SS13 2AT
10.30am - 12noon
Pitsea - Chevers Pawen service area,
SS13 3EJ
Saturday 3 August
9am - 10.30am Wilsner next to
Trenham Centre, SS13 1HP
10.30am - 12noon Great Ranton,
SS13 1JP
Saturday 17 August
9am - 10.30am Chevers Pawen,
SS13 3EJ
10.30am - 12noon Elm Green,
SS13 3EB
Saturday 24 August
9am - 10.30am Kenneth Road layby,
SS13 2AT
10.30am - 12noon Beambridge,
SS13 3NF
Saturday 14 September
9am - 10.30am Pitsea Mount
Brackendale Avenue, SS13 3BD
10.30am - 12noon Parkhurst Road,
SS13 3DL

Vange

Saturday 13 July
9am - 10.30am Barge Pub, SS16 4SY
10.30am - 12noon Glenmere,
SS16 4QS (next to hall)
Saturday 20 July
9am - 10.30am Redgrave Road,
SS16 4DB
10.30am - 12noon Southview Road,
Opp dentist, SS13 3RQ
Saturday 7 September
9am - 10.30 Barstable Club SS14 1PD
10.30am - 12noon Ryedene,
SS16 4ND

Wickford

Saturday 13 July
9am - 12noon Ramsden Bellhouse Village Hall, CM11 1RH
9am - 12noon Kershaws Close,
SS12 0LJ
Saturday 20 July
9am - 12noon Keats Way opp No3
garage area, SS12 0BP
Saturday 27 July
9am - 12noon - Alderney Gardens,
rear of shops, SS11 7JP
Saturday 10 August
9am - 11am Rettendon View,
SS11 8HU
11am - 12noon Pippin Court,
SS11 8JW
Saturday 7 September
9am - 12noon Ramsden Bellhouse Village Hall, CM11 1RH
Saturday 28 September
9am - 12noon The Wick Country Park,
SS12 9GP

Noak Bridge

Saturday 6 July
9am - 12noon Coppice Lane, SS15 4JS
Saturday 24 August
9am - 12noon Coppice Lane, SS15 4JS

Fryerns

Saturday 3 August
9am - 10.30am Frypa Hall, SS14 3PL
10.30am - 12noon Downey Close,
SS14 2NF
Saturday 10 August
9am - 12noon Ghyllgrove opposite
Upway, SS14 2JU

Shotgate

Saturday 29 June
9am - 12noon Old Southend Road
opp Football Club
Saturday 14 September
9am - 12noon Old Southend Road
opp Football Club

summer 2019

All change

following local elections
Elections for councillors in 14 of the borough’s 16
wards took place on Thursday 2 May. With almost
31,000 votes cast by local residents (a turnout of
26%) six seats were won by Labour, five by
Conservatives, two by Wickford Independents and
one by an Independent candidate.
The political groups on the council are now as follows:

Conservative
Labour
Independent
Wickford Independents
Non-Aligned

20
15
3
2
2

Basildon Council has 42 elected members
representing 16 wards. Not all councillors were up for
election this year as the council is voted in by thirds
– there are borough council elections three years out
of every four, with an Essex County Council election
being held in the fourth year. There were no
elections this year in Crouch and Langdon Hills
wards. Councillors are elected to serve a four-year
term.
For full results please visit www.basildon.gov.uk/
elections

Councillors not belonging to a political party are
classed as non-aligned.

Did you miss your chance
to vote this time?

Labour and independent councillors have agreed to
work together as the Basildon Borough Alliance to
form an Administration.
At the annual meeting of council, held on 23 May,
Cllr Gavin Callaghan, Leader of the Labour group
was made Leader of the Council and Cllr David
Burton-Sampson, also of the Labour group,
was elected Mayor.
For more information
on committee dates and
webcasts please visit
www.basildon.gov.uk/
meetings

New council
committees

You don’t need to wait until
elections to register to vote.
If you are not already registered,
or have moved home
recently – you can now register
to vote online and it only
takes five minutes. Just go to
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

Committee

Chairman

Policy and Resources

Cllr Gavin Callaghan, Labour

Housing and Communities

Cllr Kerry Smith, Independent

Neighbourhoods and Public Spaces

Cllr David Harrison, Wickford Independents

Infrastructure and Inclusive Growth

Cllr Adele Brown, Labour

Town Centre Revival Committee

Cllr Gavin Callaghan, Labour

External Affairs, Partnerships and Liaison

Cllr Aidan McGurran, Labour

Licensing Committee

Cllr Imelda Clancy, Independent

Planning Committee

Cllr Jack Ferguson, Labour

Audit and Risk Committee

Cllr Allan Davies, Labour

Joint Standards

Cllr Melissa McGeorge, Labour

31

together

